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FILING QUALIFICATIONS: The prior application identified above must be a nonprovisional application that is either. (1) complete 
as defined by 37 CFR 1.52(b), or (2) the national stage of an international application in compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371. Effective 
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request, 37 CFR 1.78(a). 
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Serial No.: 09/517,903 
Filed: March 3, 2000 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



§ Group Art Unit: 2665 
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§ Examiner: 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
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Dear Sir: 



In response to the Office Action dated August 15, 2003, the applicants submit the following 
remarks regarding the above-identified application. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims, which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 10 of this paper. 
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